
Coach Pat Project 


	 Four Yonkers Public Schools; Martin Luther King Academy, Museum 25, William Boyce Thompson, and 

Cross Hill Academy, since September have been learning the game of tennis thanks to a grant from USTA 

Eastern and the support of Yonkers Tennis Center. Over 500 kids per week and 5,000 kids total, received tennis 

lessons through a community service project called the Coach Pat Project. The project is named after longtime 

YTC tennis coach, Pat Rogers who passed away last year of esophageal cancer. 


	 The project consists of two 10 week sessions, where director of the program, Alexa Goldberg USPTA,  

along with other volunteers, goes to the schools and teaches the students tennis during their physical education 

classes. Each week the students learn a new stroke, from the forehand and backhand groundstrokes, to volleys, 

to serves. At the end of the 20 week program, each school participates in a “Play Day” at Yonkers Tennis Center, 

with all the school teachers, aides, and YTC staff, where the kids are able to put everything they have learned 

during the year together. The goal of the project is to provide the students with the knowledge and basic skills to 

continuing playing on their own with family and friends. Each school and cooperating physical education teacher, 

became USTA Net Generation certified and received a bag of equipment which included tennis balls, racquets, 

materials for nets, and other accessories to play. With the hopes that once the program is completed, the gym 

teachers will continue with tennis in their curriculum in future years. 


	 This project has provided students with an experience they may have never been able to receive 

previously and allowed them to try something new and special that they can have in their lives forever.

Yonkers Tennis Center is excited to continue this project next year in the Yonkers Public Schools, rotating schools every 5 

weeks, with the hopes of reaching more students and schools, leaving a little sparkle and tennis everywhere we go!


